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MINUTES OF THE STATE OF FRANKLIN TRACK CLUB 

BOARD MEETING APRIL 14, 2015 

EASTMAN EMPLOYEE CENTER ROOM 223 

 
 

Board members present: Donna Bays, LeGrande Boyer, Gene Chumley, Jenette A. Erchinger, 

Dean Greer, Jon Reynolds, Mark Skelton, Jason Tipton, Bob Townsend. 

 

SFTC members present: Connie Bentley, Amy Bradley, Bonnie Bradley, Callie Bradley, Cora 

Bradley, Madeleine Bradley, Robert Bradley, Sarah Bradley, Hank Brown, Sheri Gewelke, Ruth 

Ketron, Frank Kibler, Eleanor Pendergraft, Matthew Studholme,  

 

Guest: Adam McElroy. 

 

NEXT MEETING: The Board will next meet on May 12th, following the awards ceremony for the 

Duck Island Spring Mile at Shelter #5 on Duck Island, Warriors Path State Park 

 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
1. Introductions.  President Gene Chumbley led the introductions. 

 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT: Bob Townsend informed the members that Harriet Locke had suffered a 

stroke yesterday and was in Wellmont Holston Valley Hospital.  She was able to receive prompt 

treatment.  Please remember her in your prayers.   

 

3. Review of March Minutes: Dean Greer read the minutes of the prior meeting.  After a motion 

and vote the minutes were approved. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report: LeGrande Boyer gave the report.  The club has to following funds: 

 a. Regions checking account -  $   133.88 

 b. Regions savings account -     $1,072.91 

 c. Regions CD -                 $4,494.91 

                              TOTAL    $5,701.70 

 

     The Treasurer also reported on outstanding receivables due to the club.  An update of 

receivables will be made at the May meeting. 

 

5. Gene Chumbley noted that no applications were received by the deadline for the SFTC 

college scholarship.   
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6. PROPOSAL TO THE BOARD TO PARTNER IN TRACK SERIES. 

Adam McElroy, a coach at ETSU made a proposal to the Board.  Mr. McElroy is involved in Tri-

Cities Youth Athletics; an area wide organization to promote athletics among youth ages 5-18.  

His group has a Summer Developmental Track Program for those interested in track and field, 

running and athletics designed to expose kids to the fundamentals of track and field with an 

emphasis on fun and fitness. 

 

Mr. McElroy’s proposal was to have SFTC as a partner in the summer program instead of SFTC 

holding its own separate track meets.   

 

The Summer Program is a series of track meets to be held Tuesdays June 9, 16, 23, and 30.  This 

is the programs second year; it had about 30 kids involved.  This year he hopes to see from 60-

90 youth involved.  The program offered only the long jump as a field event last year.  Others 

will be considered for this year.  The running events were all distances from 50 meters to 3200 

meters and a hurdle event.  The meets lasted about 90 minutes.  The event was insured 

through USTFF.  They us the Science Hill HS and Dobyns-Bennett HS tracks.  They don’t keep 

official results.  All participants receive a ribbon.  In addition to himself he has three other 

coaches assisting him.   

 

There was much discussion on this, including discussion of the SFTC 5K Championship and 

whether or not to include it in with the meets.   

 

After more discussion two motions were proposed:  

 

 1. That SFTC partner with the Summer Developmental Track Program on the four June 

 track meets, which was unanimously approved.   

 

 2. That the SFTC 5K Championship be held on Tuesday July 7th at an available track, 

 either SHHS, DBHS or Tennessee High in Bristol, with Bob Townsend as director and in 

 charge of timing; which was unanimously approved. 

 

7. REPORT OF RECENT EVENTS: 

 

- Thin Mint 5K.  3/7/15 Abingdon.  This is the first time at this event.  It was timed with 

Runscore.  The event was well run.  The Club should consider this event when it selects 

2016 races to time. 

- Chasing Snakes 10K. 3/14/15 Johnson City.  There were fewer runners this year.  Reasons 

include it was raining, there was no “day of” registration, and the fee was higher.  It is still 

a good event and the club should consider this event when it selects 2016 races to time. 

- Ruth Ketron 5K.  3/25/15 Warriors Path Park. This was an 85th birthday party organized by 

Ruth’s daughter.  Ruth personally thanked the members of the club “I’ll never forget my 

85th Birthday.” 

- 17th Creeper Trail Marathon. 3/29/15 Abingdon.  Frank Kibler reported the weather was 

great…blue sky, and it wasn’t hot – it was 15 degrees at the start.  80 finished the race, 
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representing 16 different states and 2 foreign runners.  Frank thanked all the volunteers 

for the race.  He made the announcement that due to inflation the fees would increase 

50% - to $15.00 in 2016. 

- Lake Ridge School Explorer Expedition.  4/2/15 Johnson City.  The race went well.  The Club 

should consider this event when it selects 2016 races to time. 

- Get Well Tanzania.  4/11/15 Abingdon.  Only 31 runners turned out for this event.  The 

event may not return in 2016.   

-  

8. NEW COMMUNITY REQUESTS: 
 

- Greeneville Astros 5K.  Bob Townsend is the liaison with the organizers of the race, the 

Astros organization.  Gene Chumbley will be timing captain.  The event is set for July 18, 

2015.  They have asked SFTC to provide chip timing services for which the Club charges 

$500.  The Astros will supply the bibs.  The event had 80+ runners in 2014.  Since the race 

has received Club approval in 2014 it was not necessary to vote on accepting. 

 

- Snowman Stampede.  Donna Bays proposed that the Club provide computer timing for this 

event to be held December 5, 2015.  The race will be at Sugar Hollow Park in Bristol, VA.  

The course is not certified.  Matt suggested that if they follow the Chik-Fil-A course the 

race could be certified.  The event was first held in 2014 and brought out 100 runners.  A 

conflict with the Jingle Bell 5K was noted.  After discussion a motion was made to accept 

the job and was unanimously approved. 
 

9. UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS. 

 

- Bristol Spring Race 5K 4/17/15, Bristol Motor Speedway.  This Phil Horner race has a new 

course which includes a lap around the speedway.  The event starts at 8:00 pm and 

runners must be off the track at 9:00 pm.  A motion was made to time the race, which was 

unanimously approved.  SFTC is providing chip timing services. 

- Laurel Run Ascent 11 miler 4/18/15 Church Hill, TN.  This Skelton Racing Series event is 

ready to go.   

- Autism Awareness 5K 4/18/15 Creeper Trail, Abingdon.  This event had 186 runners and 80 

walkers signed up.  SFTC is providing chip timing services. 

- Run the Tunnel 5K 4/25/15 Duffield VA.  Frank Kibler is the director.  SFTC is providing card 

timing services. 

- JROTC 5K 4/25/15 Johnson City.  Jason Tipton is the liaison.  There was discussion about 

the various mile marker clocks.  3 clocks are sent off for repair.  2 are working right now. 

SFTC is providing chip timing services. 

- Johnson City Dash 5/2/15 Johnson City.  SFTC is providing chip timing services. 

- BVU Champions4Children 5K Bristol, VA.  This event is at Sugar Hollow Park.  SFTC is 

providing card timing services. 

- Run for your Mom 5K 5/9/15 Johnson City.   SFTC is providing chip timing services. 

- Mothers Day 2.62 mile run 5/10/15 Kingsport.  Phil Horner is the director.  The race is not 

on the SFTC calendar.  Gene will be timing captain, Donna will help.   
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- Duck Island Spring Mile 5/12/15 Warriors Path Park.  Bob Townsend is the race director.  

SFTC is providing card timing services.   

- Justin Foundation 5K 5/16/15 Damascus.  Gene is the liaison for this race.  SFTC will 

provide Runscore services.   

- SFTC member Amy Skelton and John Pevy get married on May 16th.  SFTC is providing 

supporting services. 

- The Hope 4 5/25/15 Greeneville.  Matt is the timing captain for this race.  SFTC may 

provide Runscore services.   

-  

10. OTHER BUSINESS. 

  a.  The Eastman Employee Center is not available for the May meeting.  Bob Townsend has        

reserved a shelter on Duck Island at Warriors Path Park for the Duck Island Spring Mile and 

suggested we combine that race with the May meeting.  The members discussed this and a 

motion was made to hold a covered dish meeting at Shelter #5 following the conclusion of the 

Duck Island Spring Mile ceremonies.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

 

  b.  Roan Mountain 10K.  Tennessee State Parks Running Tour Director has decided that they 

will not add any additional trail races to the series.  The Club took action at the March meeting 

to move the race to February 2016.  The SFTC members were not strongly supportive of the 

current race.  Some members felt that the Roan Mtn race was important to the members even 

if it was not part of the State Tour.  There was a discussion of ending SFTC’s involvement in the 

TN State Parks Tour and creating its own SFTC owned event.  Donna Bays will contact Rob 

______, the current director about the possibility of a road race vs trail race and report to the 

Board in May.   

 

c.  In a related discussion Morristown Runners Club would like Panther Creek Park to be part of 

the State Tour.  It would belong to MRC.  But it was discussed that the MRC is near 

organizational collapse.  No motion was made. 

 

d.  Sheri Gewelke brought up adding an additional Kid’s Mile to the Kid’s Mile Series.  She 

suggested possibly 6/7/15 or August.  The club consensus was to have it in August.  No motion 

was made. 

 

e.  Matt mentioned that since FootRx has closed we will need a new sponsor for the award.  

The club discussed asking Phil Horner, owner of Fleet Feet in Kingsport to consider sponsoring 

the Mr. & Mrs. Mileage Award for 2015.  This led to a more general discussion of sponsorships.  

After discussion it was recognized that it would be a good idea to establish an ad hoc 

committee to discuss sponsorship and report to the Board in May.  Gene Chumbley, Sheri 

Gewelke and Jenette Erchinger volunteered.  

 

f.  The group discussed a social with the Wolf Hills Run Club in Abingdon.  No motion was made. 
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g.   A member asked if the UST&F Federation has been contacted about the 5K championship 

race walk next year. 

 

h.  Hank Brown , owner of We Run Events appeared and wanted to express his appreciation for 

all the work that SFTC does to help the entire running community. 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.  

 

 


