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MINUTES OF THE STATE OF FRANKLIN TRACK CLUB 

BOARD MEETING AUGUST 4, 2015 

Eastman Employee Center, Kingsport, TN 

 

*There was no July 2015 meeting due to conflicts. 

 

Board members present: LeGrande Boyer, Gene Chumley, Dean Greer, Jon 

Reynolds, Mark Skelton and Bob Townsend. 

 

There was a quorum of board members present. 

 

SFTC members: Eleanor Pendergraft, Michael Pope, Jerry Robinson, Matthew 

Studholme and Oscar Wagner. 

 

Guests: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. 

 

Introductions: Introductions were skipped since everyone knew each other. 

 

Review of June minutes:  Dean Greer read the June minutes.  A motion was taken 

to approve the minutes, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

Financial Report: LeGrande Boyer presented the Treasurers report.  He reported 

that the Speedway in Lights charity organization finally paid the $2,796.95 past 

due account.  NHC Heartone paid its past due invoice of $275.00.  That left only 

the Kid’s Triathlon invoice of $85.00 as a seriously past due account. 

 

There was a discussion of whether the Club had a problem with collecting 

accounts, and how to address it if so.  The club discussed ideas to help collection 

such as the application require contact information for the person responsible for 

payment of the invoice, or getting up front payments for larger races.  After 

further discussion no action was taken.   

 

It was brought up that Jeanine Pleasant was a possible member and she had a 

connection with the triathlon club and she may be a person to contact to see 

about payment of the Kid’s Triathlon invoice of $85.00. 
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Treasure’s current balance report:   

             Regions checking $6,994.34 

             Regions savings          72.92 

             Regions CD      4,505.88 

 

             TOTAL             $11,573.14 

 

As of the June meeting the Clubs account had $5,983.86. 

 

LeGrande also submitted a report of the State of Franklin Track Club managed 

race invoice status for all races managed by the Club since January 1, 2015.  The 

Club has managed 33 races this year.  As of the meeting date there were only 2 

(3) outstanding invoices, all incurred after April.   

 

LeGrande reported that he had not received a bill for the clock repairs done by 

the out of state servicer.   

 

Matthew Studholme reported that the club had a $500 credit toward future 

purchases at Chronotrak.  

 

Grant in Aid to St. Mary’s.  The club had approved a $500 grant in March 2015.  

No one was sure whether it applied to 2014 or was for 2015.  The discussion was 

to see if the request we were now considering was a repeat; whether it was the 

Club’s contribution for 2014 or the request for $1205.   

 

Grant in Aid to Tri-Cities Youth Athletics (TCYA) for $500.00.  This is the 

organization that Adam McElroy heads.  The summer track meets he organized 

and in which SFTC participated were considered successful by the members 

present who were there.  There was a motion to approve the grant in aid of 

$500.00 to TCYA, which was seconded, and which was approved unanimously. 

 

Report of Events since the last meeting. 

 

 1. Love for Lunch 5k 6/7/15.  Bob Townsend and Dean Greer reported that  
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there were 21 runners in this race at Warriors Path State Park.  This first 

time event was well organized, just small.  The fee paid to SFTC was 

reduced by Dean & Bob to $100 since the charity made so little. 

 

2. Greeneville Music Fest 5k 6/13/15.  Bob reported that there were 62 

finishers.  It was hot.  The group paid the invoice that day.  He 

recommended we time the event next year. 

 

3. Mountain States Rehab 5k 6/20/15.  The Matthew reported the event 

went well. 

 

 4. Firecracker 4 miler 7/4/15.  This Mark Skelton sponsored race had 139 

 finishers.  Two Tennessee state records were set: Hannah Cutshall, fourth 

 overall, age 19, time 26:21 and Harper Russell, fifth overall, age 14, time 

 26:37.  The post race swim party and picnic was a success. 

 

5. Red, White and Boom 4 miler 7/4/15.  This Phil Horner sponsored event 

went well. 

 

 6. SFTC 5000 meter Championship.  Bob reported that only five runners 

 participated.  Last year there were just eight.  There were more runners 

 when the event was held at Dobyns-Bennett HS in Kingsport.  It is not 

 certain this event will be held next year. 

 

 7. Greeneville Astros 5k 7/18/15.  Bob reported that 78 runners 

 participated.  The bill has already been paid.  He recommends we time this 

 race next year. 

 

 8. Holston River Endurance Challenge 8/1/15.  This first time event for 

 a 6h/12h/36h/ 100 mile race went well.  98 runners participated in all the 

 events.  Neta Vogt did a great job.  Many of the runners were impressed at 

 how well it was run.  Several came from far away; Wisconsin, California, 

 and others.  Some felt the event could have been bigger if it had been 

 organized earlier and advertised better.  Several new state records may 

 have been set.   
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 9. SFTC Summer Tack Meets.  Held on four consecutive Wednesdays in 

 June.  Bob Townsend and Matthew Studholme reported that the events 

 were well attended.  Timing was a problem, but it could be fixed next year. 

 

New Community Requests.   

 

1. Scarecrow Skedaddle 2 miler, 11/7/15 at ETSU Johnson City.  This 2 mile 

race is on the campus of ETSU.  The event will be chip timed.  There was a 

motion to accept this race, which was seconded, and which was approved 

unanimously. 

 

2. Midsummers Night 5k 8/21/15 at ETSU, Johnson City.  There was a 

motion to accept this race, which was seconded, and which was approved 

unanimously.  This is a race almost all on the campus of ETSU.  Dean Greer 

will be the liaison.   

 

 3. All for Haley 5k 9/26/15 at Sugar Hollow Park, Bristol, VA.  This is the 

 same day as the Bays Mountain Trail Race in Kingsport.  Gene Chumley said 

 he would call and see if we are going to do this and if the race time could 

 be changed to the afternoon.   

 

 4. Wanna Wear One Ostomy 5k 10/3/15 at Kingsport.  Matthew will be 

 liaison for this chip timed race.   

 

 5. Americourt USATF 5000m Race Walk 10/3/15 at Kingsport.  This event 

 was brought up since it conflicted with the Ostomy 5k.  Matthew suggested 

 that members of the race walk community need to step up and take over 

 the operation of this race.  Bobby Baker is the race director.  No action was 

 taken on this conflict. 

Upcoming Community Requests: 

 

1. Schoolhouse 5k 8/8/15 at Abingdon.  Matthew is the liaison for this chip 

timed race. 

 

2. Duck Island Mile 8/11/15 at Warriors Path State Park, Kingsport.  Bob  

     Townsend needs volunteers for this 6:00 pm event. 
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 3. Greene County YMCA 5k 8/15/15 at Greeneville, TN.  Bob Townsend 

 announced that the race will be held in Memory of Harriet Locke.  The bibs 

 reflect that.  Laughlin Memorial Hospital sponsored the race.  Gene 

 Chumley will do the chip timing.  Bob needs volunteers. 

 

 4. Bojangles Race Night 5k 8/20/15 at Bristol, TN.  Last year this event 

 attracted over 500 runners.  The course is not the best; it includes a steep 

 downhill at the end which, when slippery is treacherous.  Matthew needs 

 volunteers. 

 

 5. Eastman 10k 9/12/15 at Kingsport.  Matthew is the liaison.  SFTC will 

 have a booth at the expo on Friday night before this event.   

 

Other Business 

 

 1. Clock repairs.  All the clocks are back.  The 2-sided clock needs to be 

 repaired.  The clocks will be taken Lark’s Entertainment service in Bristol 

 who repaired one recently.  

 

 2. USATF 5000m Masters Racewalk Championships 10/5/15.  See discussion 

 in new community requests, no. 5, above.  

 

3. Finish Line Arch.  Matthew informed the club the Eastman Chemical Co. 

has requested the club consider buying a finish line arch.  Material was 

distributed from the manufacturer about the system.  The cost is right at 

$4,000.  Eastman would repay the club one-half if the club purchased the 

item.  The arch can support other items, like clocks, speakers, posters, etc.  

There was a lot of discussion about the cost, the storage, and the use of the 

system.  The size and weight is a factor.  Other race timing organizations 

use inflatable arches.  The Eastman Road Race generates about $2,000 for 

the club so it would be paid for quickly, but the money won’t be available 

for other uses.  There was discussion that only a few races would justify the 

use of the arch.  The potential rental fee was discussed.  The club 

considered whether the arch would attract more and larger races for SFTC 

to time; therefore boosting revenue.   After much discussion no action was 

taken. 

 



6 

 

There being no further business the meeting was ended at 8:55 pm. 

 

/s/Dean Greer 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 


