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MINUTES OF THE STATE OF FROANKLIN TRACK CLUB 

BOARD MEETING FEBRUARY 3, 2015 

EASTMAN EMPLOYEE CENTER ROOM 214 

 

 
Voting members in attendance: Gene Chumley, Janette Erchinger, Dean Greer, Mark Skelton,  

         Jon Reynolds. 

 

SFTC Members: Clyde Kidd, Dinah Lipe, Charlie Lipe, Jerry Robinson, Amy Bradley, Matthew  

     Studholme. 

 

Guest: Major Mike Johnson, JROTC Instructor, Science Hill High School. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS. 

 

Gene Chumley started the introductions. 

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES. 

 

Dean Greer reviewed the minutes from the last meeting on 1/6/15. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT. 

 

Neither Mary Rodriguez, Immediate past Treasurer, or the 2015 Treasurer, LeGrande Boyer 

were present to give a report. 

 

UPCOMING TIMING JOBS. 

 

1. JROTC 5k.  4/25/15. Gene is the liaison for this event.  Mike Johnson brought the 

application for the club to time this 5k race.  It is the same route as the Run for the Hills 

race.  He brought a proposed flyer for the event.  He expects 19 schools to send their JROTC 

members to this event.  His initial estimate is for 300 runners.   

The group discussed whether we could do the Run the Tunnel race in Duffield on the 

morning of the 25th and do this event in Johnson City.   

It was recommended that start same day registration at 10:00 a.m.  Gene & Jon will be in 

charge of that.   

The event is to be chip timed.   

The price is $250, one-half the regular rate due to being a school related event.  There is an 

extra bib charge of $1.50 for each bib over 200. 

Major Johnson didn’t know if there was a “logo” or a format for the event.  He said he 

would get the details the club discussed and present them at the meeting on 3/3/15 

meeting. 

No vote was taken on accepting the race. 
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2. War Party 10K.  2/21/15.  Matthew volunteered to be the liaison for this event. 

 

3. Thin Mint Sprint. 3/7/15.  Matthew is the timing captain for this event. 

 

4. Chasing Snakes.  3/14/15.  The event is now on the calendar. 
 

5. Creeper Trail 10 Miler.  4/4/15?  It is undecided whether or not this will be the date.  
 

6. Cancelled races: Gold Eagle Mile Race at N.E. State; AniMile Animal Chase 5k & 10K. 
 

7. St. Annes – went to different timing company. 
 

REPORT OF LAST MONTHS EVENTS. 

 

1. New Years Wake Up Run.  Mark Skelton reported on this event. This is a free race sponsored 

by SFTC for its members.  There were 168 5k finishers and 28 mile run finishers, for a total of 

196.  However, there were 305 registered runners.  Mark did not have the breakdown of 

members vs non-members registrants.  

There was a discussion of the large number of “no-shows.”  It is not a constant problem, but it 

happens from time to time.  In 2013 Mark almost ran out of numbers.  There was a discussion 

of charging a nominal fee to discourage no-shows.  The suggested fee was $5.00.  No vote was 

held, but the board will discuss it in the future. 

 

2. SFTC Awards Banquet.  Gene led a general discussion of the event.  All agreed that it was very 

nice in all aspects.   

 

NEW COMMUNITY REQUESTS. 

 

1. JROTC 5K 4/25/15.  See above notes. 

 

2. Autism Awareness 5k race and 5k walk on Creeper Trail.  4/18/15.   

Some members felt the event was disorganized last year.  They started the 5K walk and run at 

the same time. This made the trail very crowded for the runners.  The bibs were disorganized 

also.  Gene has discussed some of these things with the Director of the race; such as cutting off 

registration early, starting the races at different times, and using chip timing.   

No one except Gene was available to be liaison with this race because they are all going to the 

Laurel Run Ascent on that same day. 

 

The next three race requests are from Patty Bates (or Barlow), a SFTC member in Coeburn, VA.  

 

3. 4 Miles 4 Paws.  4/4/15.  It was noted that this conflicted with the XTerra Power to the Tower 

half marathon at Bays Mountain.  Card time was suggested.  
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4. Guest River Gorge 10k & 1 mile Kids run.  6/27/15.  This race conflicts with the 14th annual 

Phipps Bend 5K race   This would have to be chip timed.   

 

5.  To Infinity and Beyond 11mi/5k/1 mile Kids run.  9/5/15.   

 

The discussion of these three races centered on the fact that Coeburn is far away.  That lessens 

the interest of members who may not want to travel that far for a race.  It is also difficult to 

recruit volunteers except from the Coeburn area.  SFTC has very few members that far into 

Virginia.  At the price to do card timing of $175.00 it is hard to justify the effort.  Gene said he 

would talk to Patty about these concerns and report at the 3/3/15 meeting.   

 

ANNUAL REVIEW OF PRIOR YEAR TIMING ENGAGEMENTS. 

 

1. Chasing Snakes 10k.  3/14/15. This Johnson City race will be chip timed by Matthew 

Studholme.  Gene Chumley and Jon Reynolds will assist with the race. 

2. Justin Foundation 5k.  5/16/15.  A Damascus race.  Mark Skelton noted that it was scheduled 

the day his daughter Amy gets married.  All the Tri-Cities running dignitaries will be in 

attendance. 

3. Get Well Tanzania 5k.  April ?.  No one has heard from the race director.  Matt Studholme 

emailed him today but has not heard back yet. 

UPGRADES TO TIMING SYSTEM. 

Matthew Studholme discussed the need for new equipment.  Currently, the club uses a C.T. 

System which consists of two rows of mats about 10 feet apart.  The club has about $8,000 

invested in the 2 controllers and 8 timing mats. This system is designed to pick up all runners 

chips but it isn’t perfect.  If someone missed the first mat their time could be a few seconds 

slower if they are not picked up until the second mat.  To alleviate this problem Matt 

recommended the Club purchase a set of flash points, at a cost of $1,815.00.   

This improvement will allow the primary and the backup receiver to be at the same place, 

avoiding the problem of someone being mistimed.  Using this system will reduce the tag price 

for chips by 17 cents per unit.  The costs to purchase the equipment can be recovered after 

10,677 chips are used, or about 2 years.  This system allows the event organizers to dispose of 

the finish line chute.  Other timing companies use this system.  There is little or no additional 

training required to operate the equipment. 

There was a discussion of the expense.  There was a question as to whether we want this 

equipment, or do we wait for some improved version to come out.  This system has been on 

the market for 2-3 years.  Matt stated that there is no newer version out there and that this one 
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has been used a lot and found to be reliable.  If authorized, the system could be up and running 

in time for the War Party 10k on 2/21/15. 

There was a brief discussion about reviewing the fees that the club charges.  Gene said the fee 

schedule had not been reviewed in years.  No action was taken on this idea.   

There was also a brief discussion about the possibility of having to replace the Seiko hand held 

timers which cost about $500 each.  Matt felt that at this time there was no need to replace 

them unless something happened to one. 

After this discussion a Motion was made, and seconded, to approve the purchase of the set of 

flash points recommended by Matthew Studholme.  A vote was taken and the motion was 

approved unanimously. 

RESOLVED: Matthew Studholme is authorized to acquire the set of flash points and the club will 

pay the expense. 

OTHER BUSINESS. 

1.  Gene stated that the website needs to be updated, especially with the new board’s names 

and email addresses.  No action was taken.  

2.  There was a short discussion of how to improve the current method to notifying members of 

the Board to new race requests.  No action was taken. 

3. The next Board meeting will be 3/3/15 at 6:30 p.m. at the Eastman Employee Center, Room 

214. The Center is not available for the next two board meeting dates: 4/7/15 & 5/5/15, and 

11/3/15.  ? said they would check out “Gray Commons” in Gray, TN for the April and May 

meetings.   

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: Dean Greer, Treasurer, 2/17/15 


