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MINUTES OF THE STATE OF FRANKLIN TRACK CLUB 

BOARD MEETING OCTOBER 6, 2015 

Eastman Employee Center, Kingsport, TN 

 

 

Board members present: Gene Chumley, Dean Greer, Jon Reynolds, Mark Skelton, 

Bob Townsend, LeGrande Boyer and Donna Bays. 

 

There was a quorum of board members present. 

 

SFTC members: Jerry Robinson, Michael Pope, Eleanor Pendergraft, Ruth Ketron, 

Lisa Hazlett, Gerald Collins. 

 

Guests: Amy Blumberg 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. 

 

Introductions: The group exchanged introductions. 

 

Review of August Minutes: Dean Greer read the minutes of the September 

meeting.  A motion was made to approve the minutes; it was seconded, and 

passed unanimously. 

 

Financial Report: Treasurer LeGrande Boyer gave the financial report.  The Club 

has the following funds: 

 

  Regions Checking $7,770.46 

  Regions Savings            72.93 

  Regions CD              4,417.25 

   Total:        $12,360.64 

 

A copy of the current balance report is attached to these minutes.  In addition to 

the funds in the bank there is a $1300+ deposits to make.   

 

Treasurer Boyer also circulated a copy of the managed races invoice list for 2015.  

The Franklin Woods Hospital 5k was not timed by SFTC and will be removed from 
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the invoice list.  There are a few recent outstanding invoices that are not past 

due.  

 

REPORT OF LAST MONTHS EVENTS: 

 

1. Wanna Wear One Ostomy 5k scheduled for 10/3/15 was cancelled. 

 

2. Eastman 10K and 2 mile run was held 9/12/15 in Kingsport, TN.    The race 

was well organized.  The 10k had 644 finishers and the 2 mile run had 437.  

Overall there were 1081 runners participating.  The Friday night SFTC booth 

generated several membership renewal fees and $235.00 in merchandise 

sales for a total of $365.00. 
 

3. Bristol Rhythm & Roots Reunion 5k was held September 20, 2015 in Bristol, 

TN.  Matthew Studholme was the virtual race director.  He was not present 

to report on the race, but other sources say it was well run.  There were 

564 finishers.  

 

4. 2
nd

 Annual #allforhaley 5k walk/run was held 9/26/15 at Sugar Hollow Park, 

Bristol, VA.  Liaison Gene Chumley reported that this evening race went 

well.  The card system was used.  The director paid the invoice at the race.  

 

5. 2015 USATF Masters Racewalk Championship was held October 3
rd

 in 

Kingsport, TN.  There were 26 participants.  The men’s race was in the 

pouring rain.   

 

6. Duck Island Fall Mile: Kids & Adults was held 10/4/15 at Warriors Path State 

Park, Kingsport, TN.  Bob Townsend reported that there were 5 girl and 10 

boy runners.  There were 16 adults.  The youngest runner was Harlee 

Andes, age 4. 

 

NEW COMMUNITY REQUESTS 

 

1. Run to the Czech Point 5k.  Amy Blumberg with the _____ Methodist 

Church in Gray, TN appeared and asked for assistance for this first time 

race.  The general sponsor will be the sixty-six (66) Johnson City area United 
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Methodist Churches.  The tentative date is April 2, 2016.  No course has 

been set yet.  The race is to raise money to fund scholarships for mission 

trips to the Czech Republic.  Member Lisa Hazlett will be the club’s liaison 

to the director.  Many suggestions were given to Amy to help her get this 

race organized.  It was suggested that she use the “Crossroads” course in 

order to have a certified course.  She was reminded to get permission from 

the Sheriff’s Dept. or JCPD if any of the race was to be run on roads.  She 

will take the suggestions to heart and will submit a formal application soon. 

 

2. 1
st

 Annual Kennon (?) Backpack Program 5k to be held 12/12/15 in 

Chilhowie, VA.  Donna Bays asked for chip timing.  The race would be 

entirely on roads.  The race has police permission.  It was pointed out that 

the proposed time conflicted with the Reindeer 5k in Johnson City.  It was 

suggested that the race director rent equipment instead of SFTC timing the 

event. 

 

3. Jennie Brown, a representative for the local Chik-Fil-a restaurants 

contacted Donna Bays about sponsoring a 5k run on May 14. 2016.  Chik-

Fil-a has sponsored races in the past and is not satisfied with the time 

services received.  They want SFTC to recommend a venue and to time the 

race.  This prompted a discussion about how to charge where SFTC will 

provide more than timing services.  Should the club own the race and just 

let Chik-Fil-a be a sponsor?  Gene Chumley and Dean Greer will look into 

the options and report to the Board in November. 

 

4. Donna Bays reported that State Farm Insurance Co. wants to sponsor a 

race.  She did not have a lot of details at the time.  It was suggested that 

the sponsor or director submit an application. 

 

UPCOMING RACES 

 

1. Wise Fall Fling.  Matthew Studholme is the liaison for this chip timed race. 

 

2. War Party 10k 10/17/15 at Warrior Path State Park, Kingsport, TN.  

Matthew Studholme will time this event with Runscore equipment.  

Volunteers are needed. 
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3. Virginian “Extra Mile” 6.6k and 2 mile walk.  Gene will do chip timing for 

this event which conflicts with the War Party 10k. 

 

4. Bridge & Trestle Run 10/18/15 at Damacus, VA. This isn’t a timed event. 

 

5. Zombie Run 5k 10/24/15 Rogersville, TN.  There was discussion as to 

whether we were even timing the event.  The race was listed on the SFTC 

website as “SFTC hired” [note – as of 10/12/15 that designation had been 

removed. 

 

6. 10
th

 anniversary Susan G. Komen Tri-Cities Race for the Cure October 25, 

2015, Kingsport, TN.  Gene Chumley will contact director Dan Hoyle about 

this race.  SFTC is shown on the website to be managing the race. 

 

7. Niswonger Scarecrow Skedaddle 2 miler 11/7/15.  There was no discussion 

of this race. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

1. ELECTIONS and MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL.  Bob Townsend reported that 

he had had difficulty finding a Race Walk Representative but at the 

meeting Ruth Ketron was persuaded to volunteer for the position.  Bob 

had contacted Karen Sieferth for the renewal membership application 

forms.  Jon Reynolds agreed to help with labeling and mailing the Ballot 

and Renewal Form.   

 

The proposed ballot was discussed.  The new officers proposed, unless a 

write in candidate prevails are: 

    President Elect 2017 – Neal Whitten 

    District 2 Representative (through 2018) – Richard Tyner 

    Race Walk Representative (through 2018) – Ruth Ketron 

    Volunteer Coordinator (through 2018) - Bob Townsend 

 

After further discussion it was moved that we approve the ballot.  The 

motion was seconded and the vote was unanimous.  Bob said he 
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expected the ballots and renewal applications would be mailed by 

10/10/15. 

 

2. Prince & Princess 5k Series.  Gene Chumley sent Matthew Studholme an 

email about the problem that was first discussed at the September 

meeting: that the races to qualify for the 2015 award were not posted 

on the website – the 2014 races were still there, and some of them were 

not held this year.  There was a motion, seconded, that the Board 

reduce the number of qualifying races from 5 to 4 and to allow races 

already run this year to count.  The vote in favor of the motion was 

unanimous. 

 

3. Creeper Trail 10 mile Run.  There was discussion about the offer from 

the Town of Abingdon Parks & rec to give the 10 miler to the club to 

own.  The town would assist, but not actually direct the race.  The 

discussion was that this was a pretty good race, and one of the 14 

qualifying races for the Long Distance Series.  The problem in the past 

has been that the race was posted on the event calendar late, and 

usually with a conflict with other races.  Gene Chumley suggested we 

accept the race.  Jon Reynolds brought up a discussion about the 

purpose of the race in the overall picture.  Lisa Hazlett felt that we don’t 

have enough long distance races so it would be bad to lose one.  The 

race could be better organized and if so, a potential income source.  

Dona Bays added that the race is a benefit to the members, and that 

maybe it could become more of a social event.  There was discussion of 

bringing in the local brewery to sponsor the race; and to even move the 

start and finish line to that location.  A motion was made to accept the 

race, seconded, and unanimously approved.  However, a committee of 

Lisa Hazlett, Gene Chumley, and Donna Bays will meet to decide when, 

where, and in what form the event would take place.   

 

4. Annual SFTC Banquet.  Last year the banquet was at Science Hill H.S. and 

all agreed that the venue was good.  The food was pot-luck, and there 

was a lot of good food.  The discussion involved where to hold the 

banquet - in Bristol, Kingsport or back at Science Hill H.S.  Gene Chumley 

said he would contact Jennifer Brockett, SFTC Social Director and ask if 

she has taken any action on this. 
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5. Annual SFTC Kids Banquet.  The Kid’s banquet will be held separately 

from the adult banquet.  Gene Chumley will contact Sherry Gewelke 

about the banquet.   

 

6. A topic related to the Annual Banquet was that since Steve Pastorek’s 

store closed there is no sponsor to provide the money for the shoes 

traditionally given to the winners of the Mr. & Mrs. Mileage award.  

Though no vote was taken, the consensus was that the club can provide 

a gift certificate to Fleet Feet in Kingsport. 

 

7. Storage.  LeGrande brought up that the club has a very small storage 

unit and we need a bigger one.  It would be best if it was located in a 

convenient location near to the people who access it the most.  No 

action was taken on this topic. 

 

NEXT MEETNG will be 11/3/2015 at a yet to be determined location. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

 

/s/ Dean Greer 

 

 


