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MINUTES OF THE STATE OF FRANKLIN TRACK CLUB 

BOARD MEETING SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 

Eastman Employee Center, Kingsport, TN 

 

 

Board members present: Gene Chumley, Dean Greer, Jon Reynolds, Mark Skelton, 

Jason Tipton, and Donna Bays. 

 

There was a quorum of board members present. 

 

SFTC members: Jerry Robinson, Matthew Studholme. 

 

Guests: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. 

 

Introductions: Everyone knew each other. 

 

Review of August Minutes: Dean Greer read the minutes of the August meeting.  

A motion was made to approve the minutes; it was seconded, and passed 

unanimously. 

 

Financial Report: LeGrande Boyer was not present so there was no financial 

report. 

 

Community Requests:   

 

1. St. Mary’s.  Gene Chumley brought up the request for a grant in aid to St. 

Mary’s “SMS KRTN” program.  St. Mary’s had a request approved in early 

2015 and has submitted a second request.  Donna Bays and Jon Reynolds 

noted that there was no prohibition on giving multiple grants to one 

program in the same year.  The board discussed the program and decided 

that it was a good program and that a second grant would be awarded.  Jon 

Reynolds made a motion to approve the second request for $500.00, which 

was seconded, and passed unanimously.  Dean Greer said he would notify 

LeGrande Boyer. 
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Report of Events:  

 

1. Schoolhouse 5K & Kid’s Mile.  8/8/15 Abingdon, VA.  There were only 41 

runners in the 5K and 6 in the Kid’s Mile.  In the past as many as 100 

runners participated.  The event went well even if it was small. 

 

2. Greene County YMCA 5K.  8/15/15 Greeneville, TN. Bob Townsend and 

Gene Chumley were the liaisons to this race.  There were 96 participants.  

The race went well. 

 

3. Bojangles Night Race 5K.  8/20/15 Bristol Motor Speedway, Bristol, TN.  

There were 464 finishers.  Matthew Studholme was the liaison for the race.  

He reported that the night races at the Speedway are big events and are 

hectic.  He wants to improve the registration process for next year.  There 

were a few bad readings with the Flashpoint system.  Otherwise the race 

went well. 

 

Upcoming Community Events. 

 

1. Eastman Road Race.  9/12/15 Kingsport, TN.  This is a big race for the Club. 

This event has changed to a 10K and a 2 mile run.  SFTC will set up a booth 

at the expo on Friday night.  The Club still needs volunteers for the morning 

race.  There was discussion of selling memberships that will include the rest 

of this year plus next year at a special price, possibly $20.00. 

 

2. Bristol Rhythm & Roots Reunion 5K.  9/20/15 Bristol, TN.  This is another 

big event for the Club.  Matthew Studholme is the liaison (and virtual 

director) for the race.  There will be Thursday night registration. Any 

volunteers will receive a free pass to the festival.  All runners get a free 

pass.  Although the race director put out bids for timing SFTC was selected 

again.   

 

New Community Requests. 

 

1. 2
nd

 Annual #allforhaley 5K Walk/Run.  9/26/15 Sugar Hollow Park, Bristol, 

TN.  Gene Chumley is the liaison for this race.  The event has been moved 

to 6:00 p.m.  Gene needs volunteers. 
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2. Wanna Wear One Ostomy 5K.  10/3/15 Kingsport, TN.  This event conflicts 

with the Americourt 5K Masters Racewalk Championship.  Gene Chumley 

has contacted Allison Cook about being the liaison for this race but she has 

not contacted him yet.  Gene said he will liaison for the race.  This will be a 

card system race.   

 

3. Duck Island Fall Mile: Kids & Adults.  10/4/15 Warriors Path Park, Kingsport, 

TN.  Jason Tipton is the liaison for this Sunday afternoon event.   

 

4. Girls Incorporated of Bristol Snowman Stampede 5K.  12/5/15 Sugar Hollow 

Park, Bristol, VA.  Matthew Studholme brought up the discussion of this 

event.  It is expected to have over 100 participants.  Donna Bays will help 

with the event. 

 

5. Girls on the Run 5K.  12/5/15 ETSU Johnson City, TN.  This race on the same 

day has not submitted an application for timing yet.  This event also has 

100+ participants.  Janette Adams Erchinger is the Johnson City 

representative for SFTC and will be contacted about this event.   

 

6. Bridge & Trestle Run.  10/18/15 Damascus, VA.  There was discussion about 

this “non-race” event.  Michael Pope is the race director.  The club 

discussed making this an official race, possibly even making it an ultra event 

since a run from Damascus to Whitetop and back would be 36+ miles.   Club 

member Neta Shephard would be a good contact to discuss an ultra event.  

The current arrangement makes it difficult since runners have to be 

shuttled back to Damascus from Whitetop.  The event has been under 

attended for the last several years; in 2014 there were just 3 participants.  

The problem may be securing permission from the U.S. Forest Service who 

may regulate the Creeper Trail.  Although some stated that Abingdon Parks 

& Recreation may be in charge.  Dean Greer will contact Michael Pope to 

discuss the run.   

 

7. Virginian “Extra Mile” 6.6K and 2 mile walk.  10/17/15 Bristol, VA.  This race 

conflicts with the SFTC owned War Party 10K at Warriors Path State Park, 

Kingsport, TN which is held in the morning.  Donna Bays will contact the 

Jenny Nichols, the director, and see if the event can be moved to 5:00 p.m. 

to avoid the conflict.  It was pointed out that the Club had sufficient 



4 

 

equipment to do both races simultaneously.  If the Virginian can’t change 

the start time then we will work it out.  Both races are good races for the 

Club. 

 

Other Business.   

 

1. Prince & Princess 5K series.  This is the third year the Club has offered this 

competition.  Jason Hazlett is the coordinator.  The problem is that the 

2015 races were not placed on the list of eligible races.  The Club still lists 

only the 2014 races, some of which were not held this year.  Between this 

and that the statistics not being current there has been a lot of confusion.  

The Club needs to communicate the official races for this competition.  

There was discussion of allowing participants to sign up for races after the 

fact or reducing the number of required races to four from five.  Although 

the Prince and Princess participants can enter any King & Queen 5K races 

there are only 4 left this year.  Gene Chumley said he would prepare a 

statement and an email blast about this. 

 

2. Time Clocks.  Matthew Studholme announced that the two sided clock has 

been repaired.  Donna Bays paid the invoice with her personal credit card.  

LeGrande Boyer will reimburse her.  The cost was about $600.00 for repairs 

and $200 for shipping.  Donna said the repair company had poor customer 

service.   

 

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

 

/s/ Dean Greer 

 

 

 
 


