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MINUTES OF THE STATE OF FRANKLIN TRACK CLUB 

BOARD MEETING MARCH 1, 2016 

 

Eastman Employee Center, Kingsport, TN 

 

Board members present: President Jason Tipton, past President Gene Chumley, 

President elect Neal Whitten, Mark Skelton, LeGrande Boyer, Dean Greer, Richard 

Tyner, Ruth Ketron, and Bob Townsend. (9 in attendance) 

 

*There being at least five members present; 

there is a quorum of board members present. 

 

SFTC members: Jerry Robinson, Donna Bays, Danielle Tipton, Mack Roberts, Lisa 

Hazlett, Barbara Bogart, Tony Casey, J. A. Penny 

 

Guests: Tammy Carter, Amanda Wolfe 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:42 pm 

 

Introductions: The members and guests introduced themselves. 

 

Minutes of the February Meeting: Dean Greer read the minutes from the 

February meeting.  Donna Bays noted that she is not the liaison for the Chasing 

Snakes 5k as reported.  The minutes were corrected.  A motion made to adopt the 

minutes; it was seconded, and approved unanimously. 

 

Financial Report: Treasurer LeGrande Boyer gave the financial report.  The Club 

has the following funds as of March 1, 2016: 

 

  Regions Checking $5,788.76 

    Regions Savings    $5,073.01       

  Regions CD            $4,540.06           

   Total:        $15,401.83 

 

There are still only two past due accounts, HeartOne and Chasing Snakes 5k.  

Jason Goodman was taken off the account and Jason Tipton and Neal Whitten 
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were added.  A motion made to adopt the report, it was seconded, and approved 

unanimously.   

 

Upcoming community requests:   

 

1. 3:16 Soul2Sole 5k, Gate City, VA, planned for 5/21/16.  The guests, Tammy 

Carter and Amanda Wolfe appeared at the meeting to request help with this race. 

This is a first time race.  The guests report that the town manager is enthusiastic 

about the race.  The police have been consulted and there is no issue there.  The 

race is sponsored by the First Baptist Church, Gate City; which also has a location 

in Weber City, VA.  The race is planned to be from the Gate City church to the 

Weber City Church.  The purpose is to raise money for scholarships for high school 

students for mission trips.  The estimated number of runners is 100.   

Although this race conflicts with the Justin Foundation 5k it was the consensus of 

the Board that both races could be accommodated.  Mark Skelton volunteered to 

put the race in the event schedule.  Gene Chumley may be the liaison if someone 

will switch with him to be the liaison for the Justin Foundation 5k.  Bob Townsend 

recommended that the guests call Oscar Wagner to measure the course.  The club 

suggested they use pull tags or possible to chip time the race.   

*A motion was made to accept this race; it was seconded, and was approved 

unanimously.   

 

2. EMS Call to Care 5k Bristol, VA 5/21/16.  Richard Tyner brought up this race 

which is also set for May 21
st

.  The race is to celebrate and be part of the activities 

of National EMS week and is sponsored by the SW Virginia EMS Council.  An 

application for timing services has been received.  Richard has been in contact 

with them but is unable to be liaison.  Since the club already has two races for 

May 21
st

 it was suggested that they contact Oscar Wagner to help with the race. 

 

3. Run For The Dogs 5k at ETSU, 4/16/16.  This dog friendly race is all on the 

campus of ETSU.  Mack Roberts is Director.  The purpose is to raise funds to 

purchase dogs as companions for veterans with PTSD.  The members discussed 

what form of timing services would be best.  The course has not been set yet and 

is not certified.  At the conclusion, it was suggested that they contact Oscar 

Wagner for timing services or the club rent the equipment only. 

 



3 

 

4. Pi Day Fun Run and Walk at King University, Bristol, TN 3/14/16.  Richard Tyner 

is the liaison.  This night race will start at 6:15 pm.  Richard has walked the course 

and says it is good.  The event is also well organized.  There will be fewer 

categories of awards, and none for the older divisions.  Bob Townsend, Donna 

Bays and Danielle Tipton volunteered to help.  The race will be chip timed. 

 

5. St Anne School 5k on the Creeper Trail, Abingdon, VA 3/19/16.  Matthew 

Studholme is the liaison.  Gene Chumley will chip time the event.    

 

6. Chasing Snakes 10k Johnson City, TN 3/19/16.  About 200 runners are expected 

for this race.  Jason Tipton is the liaison and Matthew Studholme will provide 

timing services.   

 

7. 18
th

 annual Virginia Creeper Marathon on the Creeper Trail near Abingdon, VA 

on March 20, 2016.  Frank Kibler is the director.  Matthew Studholme has sent out 

an email blast for volunteers.   

 

8. The Spring Race 5k at Bristol Speedway, Bristol, TN 4/15/16.  This is a Friday 

evening event.  Phil Horner is the Director.  It was noted that the event was not 

yet on the calendar (it is as of 3/19/16).  Jason Tipton will contact Matthew 

Studholme about who is timing the race. 

 

9. Autism Awareness 5k on the Virginia Creeper Trail, Abingdon, VA 4/23/16.  

Gene Chumley volunteered to be liaison for this race.  

 

10. 23
rd

 Annual Run the Tunnell 5k  At Natural Tunnell State Park, Duffield, VA on 

4/30/16.  Frank Kibler is the Director for this race.  Matthew Studholme will 

provide timing services.   

 

11. Run for Your Mom 5k Johnson City, TN 4/30/16.  This has been a well 

managed race in the past.  Bob Townsend is the liaison.  Gene Chumley will 

oversee the timing services for this chip timed race. 

 

12. Girls on the Run 5k Johnson City, TN 5/7/16.  This is a big event.  Jason Tipton 

will check with Matthew Studholme about timing services.  This event conflicts 

with the Skelton Law Series race Amis Mill 10k.   
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13. Valley Health Care 5k Glow Run Chilhowie, VA 5/7/16.  The club reached no 

consensus about this race.  It conflicts with both the Amis Mill 10k and the Girls 

on the Run 5k.   

 

14. Chik-fil-A Bristol Race for WinShape Camps Bristol, TN 5/14/16.  Matthew 

Studholme is working with Chik Fil A about this race.  They want chip timing. 

*A motion was made to accept this race, it was seconded, and passed 

unanimously. 

 

15. Virginia Creeper 10 miler Abingdon, VA 5/14/16.  This SFTC club owned race 

will be card timed.  Lisa Hazlett is the liaison.  The Club is looking for sponsors and 

volunteers.   

 

16. Justin Foundation 5k  Damascus, VA 5/21/16.   

 

17. Wolf Hills Race.  Abingdon, VA 5/28/16.  This race was mentioned, but since 

no application has been received it was not discussed.   

 

 

Other Business: 

 

1. SFTC College Scholarship.  No scholarship was given in 2015.  The deadline to 

apply is March 31
st

.  Jason Tipton will contact Matthew Studholme about this. 

 

2. Prince & Princess Series.  Jason Andes is the Director of this series.  It was 

suggested that they select five races for 2016.  The discussion was that the race 

list needs to be updated for 2016 for both the King  & Queen series and the P & P 

Series.  One suggestion was to ad the BAE 5k to the list.  Jason Andes wants to 

score the P&P series by the average of the participants 5 best races.   

There was a suggestion for a junior P&P series for even younger runners, but it 

was felt that the pool of young runners was too small to justify the series. 

 

3. There is a conflict with the Eastman 10k and the Battle at Bristol Virginia Tech 

Hokies v. U.T. Vols set for September 10, 2016.  Phil Horner is planning a race to 

coincide with the football game.  The club will have its hands full with the 

Eastman 10K so it won’t be able to assist at the football game race. 
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4. Website Updates.  The members discussed that the website needs to be 

updated in several ways.  Specifically the race competition series for 2016 have to 

be added.  The website also needs to be kept current.  Articles have been 

submitted, Richard Tyner sent in the first one.  Donna Bays has placed an article 

on the Facebook page.   

 

5. Social Activities.  J. A. Penny and Tony Casey, members, brought up that the 

Club seems to be oriented mainly to timing services and less so for social 

activities.  It was suggested that the Club use social media more extensively.  The 

club has a Facebook page already.  Donna Bays, Social Director, has offered many 

ideas to enhance the social activities offered.  Attendance is usually low at social 

events.  Other clubs, like Iron Mountain Trail Runners and Tri Cities Trail Runners 

seem to have more social activities.  J. A. Penny suggested that the Club form a 

team to design more social activities and other ways to bring attention to the 

club.  There is a need to reach out to the younger runners and college age 

runners.  One suggestion was to give members a club T-shirt.  Member Tony 

Casey noted that the club seemed to be stretched thin with all the timing services.    

Donna Bays will talk with J. A. Penny and formulate a plan to discuss at the April 

meeting.   

One project that Donna Bays will organize is to post a Signs of Spring photo 

contest for members to submit spring themed running photos.  She thought a 

dinner meeting at a local restaurant would be a nice way to celebrate the 

members activities.  An Instagram account was suggested.   

 

6. Summer Track Meets. Bob Townsend brought up the need to get these 

organized.  These are usually held in June to early July.  The Skelton Series race 

The River Mile is already set for June 7
th

.  The next 4 Tuesdays can be the dates 

for the track meets.  The coaches of the high school tracks used, DBHS, SHHS and 

possibly Tennessee High in Bristol need to be contacted.   

*A motion was made to set the track meets for Tuesdays on 6/14, 6/21, 6/28, and 

7/7/16 was made, it was seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

7. 5000m Championship.  Bob Townsend raised the issue of whether or not we 

should hold the 5000m championship since it is so poorly attended.  This topic will 

be discussed at the April meeting.   
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8. Kingsport Mall Walkers Program.  Ruth Ketron, the Race Walk coordinator, 

stated that she wants to see if a race walk can be held at the Kingsport Mall.  

There is an active mall walkers program but it is not organized.  She would like 

SFTC to include this in its activities.  She will talk to the mall manager about 

organizing an indoor or outdoor race walk there.  Donna Bays said she would help 

Ruth Ketron with this project and report back to the Club at the April meeting.   

 

There being no further business the meeting was ended at 8:54 pm 

 

/s/ Dean Greer 

 
 


